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20 Nov. 1867
De Hope
....re meeting of the Anti-Scret-Societies meeting in Ourora, Ill:
....I found Congregational pastor Rev. Ebbs in town, a pious man, erudite and energetic. I found out the
time and place of meeting. ...Not numerous in attendance, except for the last night in the town hall.
Represented: Mich, Wisc. Ind. Ohio, la, and N.Y. All ages. Organized by Methodists, United Brethren,
Presbyterians. Baptists and Congregationalist. Purpose: oppose it in a united Christian way, by public
meeting discussion, through the press. /The night of lack of knowledge and fear requires light. They had
expected bitter displeasure, but also that thousands desired Christian resistance. Without setting up
programs for churches, but recognizing responsibility to the Lord. Decisive however in attitude against
these societies, it being in opposition with the nature of our republican government and the Kingdom of
Christ, the church of God. The despotic character of Freemasonry was pointed out, unworthy of any
republican; it was proven that it was a distortion of the masonry guild, and an unbearable usurpation of
a meeting in a certain tavern in London in 1717. It was made clear in light of their presuming that it was
a Christian benevolent society, because they knew nothing of general benevolence. They were similar to
a heathen caste, or an insurance company

etc. etc.....it became clear that Freemasons exert great

influence on civil society...and silence God's kingdom....Many former Freemasons were present and gave
witness. The proceedings will be made public. Committees were appointed, also one to promote a
national conference, and to set the date. Only God can free the land from these secret societies...under
cover they seek to have power over the government, to benefit their own members, and they do that
with the Bible in the hand in order blind, although they only use Deism as a way to approach God, and
pretending to prepare humans for the temple above. I was surprised with the genuinely Christian
prayerful nature of the meeting, as well as with the manly, decisive attitude to begin the fight in deep
gravity. Many churches and pastors do not accept Freemasons. Please pass this on to De Hope
readership.
Wishing you all blessings,
A. C. van Raalte
Chicago, Nov. 2, 1867
[Some translation, some summing up, Netla Kennedy, February 20211
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